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During the weekend from 2nd to 4thFebruary 2018 Fruit Exhibition, the international market of independent art publishing, comes back to Bologna: it collects the most interesting publications – paper and digital – impossible to find in mainstream bookshops, including artist books, catalogues, graphic design projects, periodicals and zines.

As for the past 3 years, Fruit Exhibition will take place in the impressive spaces of the ancient Palazzo Re Enzo, in the heart of Bologna: an event open to the public with a selection of about 150 of the best Italian and international independent publishers, as well as a program of conferences, workshops, exhibitions and installations. 

Fruit Exhibition, which has attracted over 7.000 visitors along the three days of last year event, this year takes place in conjunction with Arte Fiera and Art City, the weekend that Bologna every year dedicates to contemporary art, guaranteeing a large number of visitors, passionate about contemporary visual languages.

The exhibitors
Fruit Exhibition has come to the 6th edition with a number of exhibitors that grew rapidly since 2012, reaching the number of 100 publishers; the result is a careful selection and an evidence that independent publishing is a growing reality. The festival has been able to renew itself, even outside of the national borders, with many international exhibitors, both from Europe and from other continents, with professional realities recognized in the most prestigious independent art publishing circuits.

To name just a few of the participants of this edition: Gram Publishing, an Italian editorial project closely linked to visual art in its most underground variations; Monorhetorik  the substantial and a bit crazy catalogue of publications from the Dutch artist and musician Matt Plezier; from Britain, Ottographic, books and posters, all silk-screened, from the designer and artist Otto Dettmer as well as the small and colorful publications from Ruja press, a Dutch-based duo, the architect Ruohong Wu and the artist Jose Ja Ja Ja. Finally, the return of the two prestigious and experimental photo publishing houses, Rorhof and Witty Kiwi, to our festival after last year’s focus Fruitography.
The focuses: queer e fashion
Each year the festival proposes a focus on selected cultural trends; this year’s topics overlap and influence each other: queer and fashion.
The queer publications section - Let's Queer! – will offer an international overview of publications of multiple formats, contrary to regular publications, most of them strictly heterosexual or cisgender, the will show the aesthetics of "difference", a conscious deconstruction of social representations defined as a norm, and a broader analysis of gender identities through the lens of their performativity.
A kaleidoscopic – sometimes colorful, sometimes austere – genre-based scenario that naturally leads us to the concepts of ​​costumes, clothes and accessories, which are the protagonists of Fruit 2018 second focus: Fashion Documents, curated by Saul Marcadent, (IUAV University, Venice). The focus will be a selection of editorial works, magazines and books that use the lenses of fashion to observe the contemporary horizon. The section will have a specifically designed exhibition and market place within the fair market, and will include a series of discussion panels with the contribution of important professionals of the contemporary fashion publishing.

Fruit Exhibition is a Crudo’s project with the support of the City of Bologna and Fondazione del Monte di Bologna e Ravenna, and reported by ART CITY Bologna 2018.
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